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A Civil War Letter from my
Grandfather to my Grandmother,
Island No. IO. Army life of a private,

April 6, I862, Deer wife i am hapy to embracee mvself to
let you no that wee are well at this time and i hope when you
get thése few lines it will find you well and enjoving great
hapiness i long to see you all so bad i dont no how that i can
stand it any longer but i guess that i will have to stand it a
little longer. deer love darling i wantlyou to take care of
your self and preserve your dillacet health 1last saturrday wee
had marching orders a bout twelve o clock wee was to have three
days rashing cookt and in hour naversacke and hour guns cleaned
and redy for inspection by five o clock wee was inspected and
stackt armms orders was that we would probelv not march until
morning but to bee redy at a moment warning wee did not march
sundy morning wee was thrown out on picket wee was up all
night at six in the morning wee was tald in for to start
there was too uv hour gunboats stént thare Dbatreys saturday
night tha fired thare bateries all day sunday and all night
sunday night monday morning tha went at it right tha soon
dismounted and silenst thare batery wee then crost the river
on hour boats that cut thare way threw by turning the river
tha was seventeen days cutting threw it the first union boat
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Harley Sims,
Howard, Ohio,

when we crost the river tha rebels was just a mile a head u¥y
us formed in a line of batle wee formed hour selves the same
way tha got scard and broke and run wee marched on after them
wee went by point plesent and hour gun boats stont two batrys
thare and spikt thar cannon wee followed on down the river
to tiptenville thare wee took six thousand prisoners wee
rested a bout too hours and then wee had to march seven miles
to number ten ilent (Island) wee was put threw like the douce
wee reacht the great ilent when wee reacht the olace wee
found no body thare tha had left every thing tents it would
took wone day at least to counted them and i dont no anything
& bout them but i heard some of the big fellers say that tha wa
was & bout wone hundred cannon and amonition i saw that piled
up 1 heard them say that tha was five thousand wagin load and
any body that would see it would not dispute it.
wee left the river yvesturday wee was ordered to be redv in the
mornin by seven oclock to march wee was too hours past wee
marched about & half mile wee halted and stacked arms & place
to rest wee all laid down and tha sent a few hans on ahead
to make a bridge acwost a slew wee waitéd very patiently i
thought i could not walk to save my life wee was there til

dark then we marched about five miles wee laid right down







